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                IRISH ASSOCIATION 
FOR CANCER RESEARCH

2010 ANNUAL MEETING

SAS Radisson Hotel & Spa, Galway
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME


12.00-5.00pm
Registration Desk Open
12.30-1.30pm
Oral Poster Viewing & Lunch 
1.30pm

Welcome & Opening Remarks 

1.30-3.30pm

Proffered Papers Session I 


Chairpersons:
Dr Dan Longley (QUB) & to be confirmed
A McElligott (TCD)

“b-Galactoside Binding Protein Selectively Reduces Proliferation and Induces Apoptosis in Chronic Myelogenous Leukaemia Cells: Potential for a Natural Cytokine as a Therapeutic Agent”.


M Kliszczak (NUI Galway) 

“Genetic dissection of the Smc5-Smc6 complex and its roles in the genome maintenance”

T O’Donovan (UCC)

Enhanced Autophagy – an effective treatment for Resistant Foregut Cancers


L Mulrane (UCD)
“MiR-187 is a Marker of Poor Prognosis in Estrogen Receptor-Positive Breast Cancer”
D Hughes (AMNCH Hospital/TCD)

“Genetic Assays in Comparison to Immunochemical FOBT Testing for Early Detection of Colorectal Neoplasia”
S McDade (QUB)
“The DNp63a isoform is critical for keratinocyte proliferation and commitment to differentiation”



N Crawford (QUB)

“TBX2 drives the proliferation of breast cancer cells through repression of an EGR1-dependent signalling program”
A Perry (TCD)

“Investigating promoter hypermethylation of Wnt signalling antagonists in prostate cancer”
3.30-4.00pm

Tea/Coffee

4.00-5.00pm

Oral Posters Presentations (Posters #165-174)
Chairpersons:
Prof Rosemary O’Connor (UCC) & Prof Noel Lowndes (NUIG)

R Dolan (UCD)

“Development of Immunohistochemical Surrogates for Prediction of Breast Cancer Patient Outcome Via High-Throughput Antibody Generation and Validation Using Tissue Microarray Technology”

T Murphy (TCD)

“Identification of a 5-gene "apoptotic methylation signature" for prostate cancer”

J Gormley (Fusion Antibodies)

“A novel human antibody that blocks colorectal cancer tumour invasion and angiogenesis by targeting the cysteine protease Cathepsin S”

J Murray (QUB)

“Divergent regulation of hVps34/Beclin1 during starvation-induced autophagy in normal and transformed cells”

L Martin (TCD)

“Prostate cancer cells can be killed by low doses of radiation through a mechanism that involves MSH2; implications for improved multimodal treatment of prostate cancer”

M Prencipe (UCD)


“MAD2 down-regulation in hypoxia is independent of promoter hyper-methylation”

J Elliott (QUB)

“The Myeloproliferative Neoplasm-associated JAK2 V617F kinase causes disease by escaping endosomal sorting”

L Smyth (UCD)

“Chronic hypoxia regulates prostate epithelial cell resistance to apoptosis”

M Coyne (Galway)

“Targeting Cdc7 kinase in Multiple Myeloma”

J Kavanagh (QUB)


“Induction of DNA damage by Antiprotons: Investigating a Novel Radiotherapy Approach”
5.00pm-7.00pm

Plenary Session I:
"Translating Genomics and Epidemiology to pinpoint increased risk of Cancer Development" 
Chairpersons: Prof Mark Lawler (TCD) & Dr Amanda McCann (UCD)
Dr Nat Rothman 
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda Washington USA


“To be confirmed”
Prof Kate Nathanson
Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine (Medical Genetics) University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA
‘Genetic susceptibility to testicular germ cell tumors – of men and mice’ 

Prof David Hunter 
Centre for Personalized Genetic Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA 
“Genome-wide associations studies of breast cancer”
Dr Stephen Chanock

Chief Laboratory of Translational Genomics, National Cancer Institute Bethesda Washington USA
"Genome-Wide Association Studies in Cancer: Sorting Out the Nuggets of Gold!"
7.15-8.00pm

IACR Annual General Meeting 

8.15pm 
Plenary Speaker and Council Dinner




8.00-10.00am
Proffered Papers Session II (8 talks)



Chairpersons:  Dr Leonie Young (RCSI) & Dr Karen Keeshan (UCC)
C Ward (Fusion Antibodies)
“A Monoclonal Antibody targeting Cathepsin S blocks angiogenesis and enhances anti-VEGF therapy”.




A Michielsen (St Vincent’s University Dublin)

“Inhibition of dendritic cell maturation and function by the tumour microenvironment in colorectal cancer patients”



S McFarlane (QUB)

“HA-CD44 signalling promotes activation of β1-integrins to potentiate adhesion of breast and prostate cancer cells to bone marrow endothelium”



K Brennan (RCSI)




“JAM-A is over-expressed in aggressive Her2 positive breast cancers”



E Allott (TCD)


“Co-culture of oesophageal adenocarcinoma cells with adipocytes and adipose tissue regulates gene expression of pro-tumour pathways”



C Favre (UCC)

“The mitochondrial Pyrimidine Nucleotide Carrier (PNC1) regulates the invasive phenotype of cancer cells”
H McKeen (QUB)
“FKBPL regulates oestrogen receptor signalling and determines response to endocrine therapy”

McIlroy M (RCSI)


“The developmental protein HOXC11 cooperates with SRC-1 in breast cancer: An adaptive response to endocrine therapy”


10.00-10.30am
Coffee/Tea/Exhibits
10.30-12.30pm

Plenary Session II 
CHROMOSOMES AND CHROMATIN
Chairpersons: Dr Ciaran Morrison (NUIG) & Dr Paul Mullan (QUB)
Prof Alwin Kramer 




German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ) and Department of Internal Medicine, University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany
“Genes Required for Centrosome Clustering in Cancer Cells”
Dr. Jessica Downs 

University of Sussex, Brighton, UK
“The HMG Box protein, Hmo1, mediates cytotoxicity caused by methylating agents”
Prof Fergus Couch 

Department of Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, Rochester, MN 

“The BRCA2 tumor suppressor and chromosomal instability”


Prof Michael Carty 
Centre for Chromosome Biology, School of Natural Sciences, National University of Ireland, Galway

“Responses of human mesenchymal stem cells to radiation- and cisplatin-induced DNA damage”


12.30-2.00pm
Poster Session I/Exhibits: 

(with Finger Buffet Lunch)
Focus: 
Cell Biology (Posters #1-55)
1.30pm 
Roche Applied Science Technical Presentation
2.00pm-3.10pm
EACR Young Scientists Presentations



B Ryan (NCI) 


“Lung cancer cells asymmetrically divide their template DNA strands during cell division”
P Kiely (UCC)
“Identification of RACK1 as a novel regulatory subunit of PP2A”
J Kyula (QUB)
“ADAM-17 regulated EGFR ligand shedding is a key mechanism of resistance to chemotherapy treatment in colorectal cancer cells”.
3.10-3.30pm

Coffee/Tea
3.30-6.00pm

Plenary Session III

TUMOUR SPREAD AND THE MICROMETASTATIC NICHE 
Chairpersons: Dr David Waugh (QUB) & Dr Ann Hopkins (RCSI)
Dr Massimiliano Mazzone

Vesalius Research Center (VRC), VIB, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium


“Tackling the tumor stroma to inhibit metastasis”
Prof James P Quigley
Department of Cell Biology, Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, CA

“Critical Stroma enhancing properties of highly disseminating human tumor cells”
Dr Johanna Joyce
Cancer Biology and Genetics Programme, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York, NY
“Investigating the roles of bone marrow-derived cells in tumor progression and response to therapy”
Prof David Lyden




Weill Cornell Medical College, New York, NY



“Priming the Soil: The Pre-metastatic Niche”
Prof Klaus Pantel 



Institute of Tumour Biology, Center of Experimental Medicine, University Medical Center Eppendorf, Hamburg, Germany
“Circulating tumour cells and bone marrow micrometastasis in cancer patients”



6.15pm

State of the Art Lecture 
Prof Peter Friedl 

Department of Cell Biology, Nijmegen Centre for Molecular Life Sciences, Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands


“Dynamic imaging of cancer invasion, plasticity, and resistance”


 
7.00-8.30pm

Poster Session II/Exhibits: 
Wine/Canapé Reception Sponsored by Labplan



Focus:
Genetics & Genomics, Cell Signalling &
Metastasis (Poster #56-120)


8.30pm

Buffet Dinner 
(Sponsored by Irish Cancer Society)



8.30-10.30am
Proffered Papers Session (8 talks)


Chairpersons: 
Dr Lorraine O’Driscoll (TCD) + Dr Margaret Worrall (UCD)
A Deepti (NUI Galway)

“HSP70 Protects Cells from ER Stress-induced Apoptosis via Enhancement of IRE1a-XBP1 Signalling”
F Chaiazza (RCSI)
“A novel role for cytosolic phospholipase A2 in HER2 over-expressing breast cancer”
SA Glynn (NCI)
“Joint expressionof Nitric Oxide Synthase-2 and Cyclooxygenase-2 in Estrogen Receptor negative Breast Cancer - Acquisition of a Poor Prognosis Phenotype”


Cheriyan D (St Vincent’s University, Dublin)

“Novel anti-angiogenic compounds affect pro-inflammatory cytokine production in colorectal cancer tumour explants and circulating monocytes”

S Theissen (RCSI)

“New signalling networks in aromatase inhibitor resistant breast cancer”



K Mok (TCD) 

“α-lactalbumin, engineered to be non-native and inactive, kills tumour cells when in complex with oleic acid: a new biological function resulting from partial unfolding




E Maginn (TCD)

Pyrrolo-1,5-benzoxazepine-15 Induces Apoptosis in Multiple Myeloma Cells Via a Caspase-8- and Bim-Mediated Mechanism, and Enhances TRAIL-Induced Apoptosis




S Cloonan (TCD)

Synthesis and serotonin transporter activity of Sulphur-Substituted α-Alkyl Phenethylamines as a new class of anticancer agents

10.30-11.00am
Coffee/Exhibits
11.00-12.30pm

Plenary Session III 

SIGNALLING CUES AND THE REGULATION OF CELL FATE: 

Chairpersons: Dr Dean Fennell (QUB) & Dr Sharon McKenna (UCC)
Prof Kevin Ryan            

Beatson Institute, Glasgow

“Interplay between apoptosis and autophagy in the control of tumour cell death”
Dr Scott Oakes           

Department of Pathology, University of California, San Francisco, USA


“Life and Death Signaling Downstream of the Unfolded Protein Response”
Dr Margaret McGee    

University College Dublin



“Deciphering cell cycle events that influence cell fate”.
12.30pm-2.00pm
Poster Session III/Exhibits: 

(with Finger Buffet Lunch)


Focus:
Translation, Experimental Therapeutics




Chemical Biology & Drug Design 

(Posters #121-164)
2.00-3.30pm


Plenary Session VI 
DRUG DISCOVERY IN ACADEMIA 



Chairpersons: Prof David Haigh (QUB) & to be confirmed


Dr Ian Collins

Centre for Cancer Therapeutics, Institute of Cancer Research, Sutton, UK

“Discovering inhibitors of checkpoint kinases”
Dr Donal O’Shea
University College Dublin
“Vascular targeted photodynamic therapy with BF2-chelated tetraaryl-azadipyromethene (ADPM) agents”
Dr Tracy Robson

School of Pharmacy, Queen’ University Belfast


“Targeting tumour angiogenesis with FKBPL; realizing the potential of novel therapeutic peptides”
3.30-4.00pm            Coffee/Tea
4.00pm-5.30pm

Plenary Session V 

BIOMARKERS FOR CANCER DIAGNOSIS AND TARGETED THERAPY



Chairpersons: Prof Paul Harkin (QUB) & Prof Bill Watson (UCD)
Prof Stephen Hewitt            

Tissue Array Research Program, Laboratory of Pathology, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD
“High Throughput Pathology Enables Predictive Biomarkers”
Dr Richard Kennedy

Vice President Research & Development, Almac Diagnostics, Craigavon, NI

“The development of cancer biomarkers suitable for clinical use”
Dr Ultan McDermott
Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, Cambridge, UK
“High-throughput Cancer Cell line Screens: Linking Drug Response to Molecular Signatures”
Prof Caroline Dive 
Patterson Institute for Cancer Research, Manchester, UK
“Blood Borne Biomarkers implemented in Early Clinical Trials for Mechanism Based Anticancer Drugs”.

6.00pm


IRISH CANCER SOCIETY LECTURE



Introduced by: Prof Mark Lawler, President IACR



Chairperson: Mr John McCormick, CEO Irish Cancer Society

Prof Mark Pegram
             

Miller School of Medicine and Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of Miami, Miami, FL



“Therapeutic Strategies targeting HER2 in Breast Cancer”
8.00pm-late

Gala Dinner & Dance


WEDNESDAY 3rd MARCH





FRIDAY 5th MARCH





THURSDAY 4th MARCH








